
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WALLY MARKS VISITS TURNING POINT SCHOOL  
 
Turning Point recently welcomed our neighbor and Helms Bakery owner Wally Marks to 
speak to Level 5.   Mr. Marks was invited by Level 5 student Griffin as a part of his 
Spotlight on Sustainability project.  Mr. Marks and Griffin spoke to the class about the 
“green” features on the Helms Bakery property.  The highlight of the features is the 
largest solar panel array in all of Culver City. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 A true community leader in the green building movement, Mr. Marks has installed over 
1000 photovoltaic solar panels on his buildings.  The panels convert the sun’s energy into 
electricity for the buildings.  The system is “grid-tied” meaning there is no need for 
batteries or other types of storage for the electricity that is produced.  This enhances the 
efficiency of the system by avoiding the energy loss associated with storing the electricity 
in a battery.  Some of the panels are placed in the parking lot, forming a series of solar 
car ports.  In addition to producing electricity, these panels also provide shade for parked 
cars.  The car ports are complete with electric vehicle charging stations.   
 

 



 
 
Another feature at the Helms property is an underground water system that catches 
rainwater and filters it before it enters the storm drains.  Large parking lots accumulate 
oils over time and when it rains they are normally washed through the storm drain system 
into the ocean.  The system Mr. Marks has in place traps the water, giving the oils a 
chance to settle to the bottom before the water is released into the storm drain.  
In other “green” news, Turning Point recently completed the 2009 Green Cup Challenge.  
The goal of the 2009 Green Cup Challenge was for all participating schools to work 
collectively to achieve an aggregated electrical energy reduction of at least 7%.  The 
challenge began with a conference in January at which schools shared their ideas and 
“best practices” for reducing the consumption of electricity.  The challenge took place 
throughout the month of February.  Students and faculty attempted to reduce energy by 
turning off lights, shutting down computers, using the stairs instead of the elevator, etc.   
At the end of the month each school input their energy usage into an online database.  
The usage was compared to a baseline (generated from past February usage).  Turning 
Point’s result was an 8% reduction in energy usage, which ranked as the 3rd best result in 
California and the best reduction in Greater Los Angeles.  The combined results for all 
participating schools across the nation were as follows: 

Total 4 Week CO2 Reduction = 
2,431,231 lbs [1,216 tons]  

(The equivalent of removing 220 cars from the road for a year) 

Although this was a “challenge” and Turning Point emerged as the winner among Los 
Angeles schools, in truth we all win in a competition of this nature. In fact, 1,200 Trees 
will be planted by Ace Energy in honor of the aggregated CO2 reduction by all 2009 
GCC Participants.  

 


